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Abstract:

The general budget is crucial in any state as it helps achieve multiple national goals,
especially in development areas. In a federal state, the general budget reflects the financial
programs of the federal union, differing from non-federal states in the distribution of funds and
financial resources among its constituent units. Hence, the federal budget serves as a key tool
for achieving overall financial performance and is used by the federal legislative authority to
assess the effectiveness of its legislative, executive, and supervisory bodies.

Federal states employ different supervisory standards to achieve their goals. The supervisory
role involves legislative, financial, and administrative controls, with administrative supervision
implemented by individuals and administrative bodies. Our study focuses on this topic,
particularly examining the administrative supervision of the federal budget, including scrutiny
by independent bodies and agencies, with particular interest in the supervision conducted by
the Integrity Commission. This study is crucial as it modestly contributes to research on
supervision, especially since some of these bodies, such as the Inspector General’s Office, have
ceased functions in Iraq. It does not appear that the supervision of these agencies, especially the
Integrity Commission, holds great significance, specifically given the figures presented in their
reports, especially in the field of corruption.

Henceforth, we focused on the problematic aspect of this study concerning inquiries related to
the extent of these agencies' ability, especially the Integrity Commission, to achieve effective
supervision and some subsidiary questions within its scope. Relying on historical, descriptive
analytical research methods, and comparative legal analysis with federal countries like England
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and the United States of America, and key laws such as Law No. 30 0of 2011 and its amendments,
we divided our study into two parts. In the first part, we examined the theoretical framework of
the federal general budget, our study of the budget, and the supervision by independent bodies
and the Integrity Commission on the budget in Iraq. In the second part, we examined
supervision conducted by some similar agencies in comparative countries and concluded with
a paragraph examining the flaws in this supervision. Finally, we concluded our study with a
comprehensive summary of findings and proposals.

Among our findings was that the content of supervision by independent bodies includes judicial,
financial, and advisory aspects, in addition to reports. According to the latest statistics for the
year 2023, the Integrity Commission resolved approximately 79% of complaints and reports
and achieved about 96% completion of reports. It also succeeded in addressing numerous
corruption cases through receiving complaints and recovering funds. We proposed that the
Integrity Commission in Iraq be modeled after the Inspector General’s Office in the United
States, where the office exercises both prior and subsequent supervision, and investigations
continue even after budget completion, not just focusing on supervision during budget
execution. Additionally, we suggest reactivating Offices of Inspector Generals or establishing
similar entities.

Keywords: Supervision, General Budget, Federal States, Independent Bodies, Integrity
Commission, Illegal Gains.
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