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Abstract:

This study shifts inquiry into the Dhii al-Qarnayn narrative from the question of source
to what the Qur’anic composition does with material shared with Alexandrian traditions. It
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delimits traditions that predate, or may predate, the Qur’an, reads Q 18:83—101 internally, and
compares Greek and Syriac branches. It examines wording and readings, sequence, causality,
knowledge, agency, threat, money, labor, construction, and authority over the future. The results
show literary affinity and functional differences: border geography becomes a test of power;
marvelous ethnography becomes a definition of threat based on corruption; a royal project
becomes shared labor; and a dated gate becomes a rampart called mercy, tied to an
eschatological promise. Lexical and reading choices contribute to this transformation without
sufficing to establish a source or channel. Positing a source for some material is not identical
with identifying the source of discourse; textual comparison better explains the narrative’s
epistemic and evaluative structure.

Keywords: Dhii al-Qarnayn, Surat al-Kahf, Alexandrian traditions, textual comparison,
Qur’anic vision.
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